
C-­‐SPINE	
  CLEARANCE	
  –	
  AWAKE

	
  

Possible	
  c-­‐spine	
  injury	
  

Midline	
  tenderness	
  
GCS	
  <15	
  

Intoxication	
  
Peripheral	
  neurologic	
  changes	
  

Distracting	
  injury	
  

Yes	
  
IMAGE	
  C-­‐SPINE	
  

Injury	
  identidied	
  
CONSULT	
  SPINE	
  SERVICE	
  

IMAGE	
  TL-­‐SPINE	
  
FULL	
  SPINAL	
  PRECAUTIONS	
  

No	
  injury	
  
identidied	
  

Persistent	
  midline	
  tenderness	
  
ASPEN	
  COLLAR	
  

FLEX/EX	
  VIEWS	
  IN	
  2WKS	
  
with	
  SPINE	
  SERVICE	
  

Non-­‐tender	
  midline/pain-­‐free	
  
ROM	
  

SPINE	
  IS	
  CLEARED	
  
REMOVE	
  COLLAR	
  

Persistent	
  neurologic	
  changes	
  
CONSULT	
  SPINE	
  SERVICE	
  

MRI	
  

No	
  
SPINE	
  IS	
  CLEARED	
  
REMOVE	
  COLLAR	
  



C-­‐SPINE	
  CLEARANCE	
  –	
  ALTERED	
  LOC	
  

	
  
• BOS	
  =	
  Base	
  of	
  Skull,	
  SCI	
  =	
  Spinal	
  Cord	
  Injury	
  

Intubated/sedated	
  patient	
  

CT	
  c-­‐spine	
  from	
  BOS	
  to	
  T2	
  

Injury	
  identidied	
  
CONSULT	
  SPINE	
  SERVICE	
  

IMAGE	
  TL-­‐SPINE	
  
FULL	
  SPINAL	
  PRECAUTIONS	
  

No	
  injury	
  identidied	
  by	
  consultant	
  radiologist	
  
PERFORM	
  GROSS	
  MOTOR	
  EXAM	
  

Unable	
  to	
  perform	
  gross	
  motor	
  exam	
  
(muscle	
  relaxants,	
  extreme	
  sedation/

analgesia,	
  hypotensive)	
  
ASPEN	
  COLLAR	
  UNTIL	
  GROSS	
  
MOTOR	
  EXAM	
  POSSIBLE	
  
(CONSULT	
  SPINE	
  SERVICE)	
  

Gross	
  motor	
  exam	
  NOT	
  
suspicious	
  for	
  SCI	
  
SPINE	
  IS	
  CLEARED	
  
REMOVE	
  COLLAR	
  

Gross	
  motor	
  exam	
  suspicious	
  for	
  
SCI	
  	
  

Motor	
  asymmetry	
  not	
  otherwise	
  
explainable	
  

CONSULT	
  SPINE	
  SERVICE	
  
FULL	
  SPINAL	
  PRECAUTIONS	
  

MRI	
  



	
  

CRITERIA	
  FOR	
  CT-­‐ANGIO	
  NECK	
  –	
  BLUNT	
  TRAUMA	
  
	
  
	
  

• C1	
  to	
  C3	
  fracture	
  
• C-­‐spine	
  subluxation	
  
• Transverse	
  foramen	
  involved	
  
• Hangings	
  
• Bilateral	
  Mandible	
  fracture	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



TL-­‐	
  SPINE	
  CLEARANCE	
  

	
  

Possible	
  TL	
  spine	
  injury	
  

Midline	
  tenderness	
  
Palpable	
  step	
  or	
  midline	
  bruising/

swelling	
  
GCS	
  <15	
  

Intoxication	
  
Peripheral	
  neurologic	
  changes	
  

Distracting	
  injury	
  

Yes	
  
IMAGE	
  TL	
  SPINE	
  

If	
  going	
  to	
  CT	
  for	
  Pan-­‐Scan,	
  recon	
  TL-­‐spine	
  from	
  chest/abdo/pelvis,	
  
otherwise	
  TL	
  SPINE	
  XR	
  

Injury	
  identidied	
  
CONSULT	
  SPINE	
  SERVICE	
  
FULL	
  SPINE	
  PRECAUTIONS	
  

IMAGE	
  C-­‐SPINE	
  (if	
  not	
  already	
  done)	
  

No	
  injury	
  identidied	
  
TL	
  SPINE	
  CLEARED	
  

No	
  
TL	
  SPINE	
  CLEARED	
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